
Message from the 2010 - 2011 President:  Jeff  Parker 
The Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools (FEPS) just completed its most successful year 

ever.  An active, dedicated board of directors, countless volunteers, individual and 

corporate donors, and community members allowed FEPS to provide $125,000 in support 

to our district.  Iôm also happy to report that FEPS ended the fiscal year in the best 

financial position in its history.  This sets the stage for an expanded teacher grant 

program during the 2011 - 12 school year. 

 

A few highlights for the year include: 

¶ Awarding $28,000 in large grants to five teachers across the district. 

¶ Distributing $13,500 in scholarship payments including $11,500 under the 

Holasek-Griffiths scholarship and $2,000 in cooperation with Randyôs Run, a 

summer fundraiser in honor of Randell Voas, an Eden Prairie graduate who 

died in Afghanistan while serving our country. 

¶ Supporting the Stoebner Family Foundation and AVI Systems in the 

development of a high-tech Global Learning Center at EPHS. FEPS served as a 

conduit for half of the $150,000 donation that paid for its development. 

¶ Providing $5,000 in computers to Eden Prairie students in need.  Board member 

Mike Meshbesher made these computers available to FEPS and ultimately to 

the students. 

¶ Successful community events including our largest Taste of Eden Prairie ever, 

our second annual Alma Mater Trotter, our first annual FEPS Golf Classic and 

our May 4th Legacy Awards banquet which celebrates all that is positive about 

Eden Prairie Schools. 

 

A significant transition also occurred this year. Our first Executive Director, Mike 

Frischkorn, left FEPS at the end of the fiscal year. Mike helped FEPS grow and the board 

and I thank him for his dedication and hard work. In late August, FEPS hired Dianne 

Astry as its second Executive Director. You can read more about Dianne inside this 

report.  Sheôs a long-time Eden Prairie resident and brings a wealth of experience. Weôre 

lucky to have her and I hope you will all have a chance to meet her. 

 

Please accept my thanks, on behalf of the board, for your role in this most successful 

year.  Future growth and success depend on your participation. There are myriad ways to 

get involved and you can visit our website for ideas. Our Board believes FEPS has the 

potential to grow three- to four-fold over the next several years.  With your continued 

support, Iôm confident we can make this a reality.  
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Your gifts make a difference. Students and teachers are 
the beneficiaries of your generosity.  In the first half of 
2011, the Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools (FEPS) 

was pleased to award $28,000 to Eden Prairie Schools for the following grants: 
 
World Savvy at CMS: Melissa Damon and Karen Nelson were awarded $3,500 to fund 
this World Affairs Challenge to be added to Enriched Social Studies courses at CMS. This 
program engages students in project-based learning to explore some of today's most 
pressing local and global issues. The topic for 2011 is "Food: Feeding the Planet 
Sustainably in the 21st Century." This grant is sponsored by the Matheson Family 
Endowment. At their first competition our students won too many awards to list here! 
  
Equipment upgrade for Eagle Vision Studios at EPHS: Perry Kennedy was awarded $3,000 to purchase 
upgraded and advanced equipment for the video production and journalism program at EPHS. The wave of the 
future in television production is high definition P2 cards and readers. This will set EPHS students above the 
average for equipment knowledge and usage, while improving the programming enjoyed by viewers every day.  
This grant is sponsored by the ADC Foundation. 
  
Rolling Book Bins at CMS: Jon Kahle was awarded $8,000 to purchase 6-8 Rolling Book Bins to supplement 
content-area curriculum with high-interest, multi-reading level, non-fiction books. This will help improve our 
secondary students' comprehension of non-fiction, which is the mode of delivery for over two-thirds of classroom 
instruction at this age level. 

  
All Aboard for Childhood Literacy at Eden Prairie Family Center: Rae 
Ann Brenckman was awarded $7,500 to provide best practice supplies and 
equipment for enabling school readiness for pre-kindergarten students. Money 
will go towards a Professional Curriculum Library and also 250 quality 
children's books. This is a research-proven method of lowering the 
achievement gap in early childhood. 
  
Teamwork on the Dangle Duo at 
EPHS: Nancy Pudas was awarded 
$5,900 to purchase and install a new 
"Dangle Duo" element to enhance the 
high ropes course at the high school. 
Students work in groups on the physical 
elements of a ropes course in order to 
solve a problem that forces them to 
push beyond their comfort zone and 
analyze needs and strategies. Dangle 
Duo requires students to safely climb 30 
feet in the air by using ropes to go up a 
series of ever-widening gaps between boards. 
 
The Foundation received over $171,000 in grant requests from 21 applicants 
this past year alone. The Foundation is limited by its financial resources but 
not by a lack of teacher innovation or creativity. FEPS is completely reliant on 
personal and corporate donations. Additional donations will serve to expand 
our grant programs and allow FEPS to support new initiatives that directly 
impact students and teachers. To make a donation please visit our website, 
www.FoundationforEPSchools.org. 

FOUNDATION GRANTSFOUNDATION GRANTSFOUNDATION GRANTS    
$28,000 DONATED TO F$28,000 DONATED TO F$28,000 DONATED TO FIVE RECIPIENTSIVE RECIPIENTSIVE RECIPIENTS    

A Legacy of Giving 
 

FEPS has awarded over $330,000 to 

EP staff and graduates. Here are 

some recent highlights: 

¶Robotics Initiative:  science projects 

using robotics technology 

¶Kindergarten Literacy:  reading 

backpacks to motivate and capture 

young readersô imaginations  

¶Computers for Kids: donated 90 

computers to students who wouldn't 

otherwise have computer access 

¶College Scholarships: provided 

scholarships to 11 Eden Prairie High 

School graduates  

¶Math Nights: application of math  

in everyday life through family-

oriented, hands on projects 

¶Methods to Increase Non-Fiction 

Reading:  application of Concept-

Oriented Reading Instruction  

¶Biotechnology Awareness:  a 

Polymerase Chain Reaction Machine 

that duplicates DNA 

¶Driven to Achieve Reading 

Software:  targeted towards students 

performing below grade level in 

reading 

¶Stand-up for Learning:  standing 

desks for special needs and 

elementary students 

 

For a complete list of grants and 

scholarships given by FEPS please 

visit our web site. 
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Excellence is worth celebrating. On May 4, 
2011 the Foundation held its 4th annual 
Legacy Awards dinner at Olympic Hills Golf 

Club. The Legacy Awards honor outstanding teachers, staff, students, volunteers 
and alumni who have contributed to the success and reputation of Eden Prairie 
Schools.  Award winners, nominees, proud family and friends, various teachers and 
staff attended. The evening was sponsored by Walmart. The FEPS Board thanks 
Mary Prouty for organizing the event and overseeing the nomination process. 
Nominations for Legacy Awards are accepted February through March each year. 

LEGACY AWARDS LEGACY AWARDS LEGACY AWARDS    
A NIGHT TO CELEBRATEA NIGHT TO CELEBRATEA NIGHT TO CELEBRATE    

The Holasek-Griffiths Scholarship was created 
in 2000 when Mr. Harold Griffiths donated an 
endowment to FEPS in honor of his late wife, 

Betty Holasek-Griffiths, EPHS class of 1947.  This scholarship, in the amount of $2,750 
per year and renewable for four years, for a total of $11,000, is for students majoring in 
engineering, business administration or computer sciences. 
 
This year's winner, David Platner, is a very bright and accomplished student and athlete at 
Eden Prairie High School, and a volunteer with his church.  David will be attending the 
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, and plans to major in Mechanical Engineering and 
Computer Science. David is pictured here with Kathy Educate, Scholarship Chairperson. 

FEPS SCHOLARSHIP FEPS SCHOLARSHIP FEPS SCHOLARSHIP    
AWARDED TO EPHS SENIAWARDED TO EPHS SENIAWARDED TO EPHS SENI OR OR OR    

   Paul Anderson, Alumni Winner 

Teacher of the Year: Vince Thomas, EPHS 

Staff of the Year, Individual Winner: Kevin McGee, Eagle 
Heights Spanish Immersion 

Staff of the Year, Group Winners: Jim Anderson, Larry 
Paul, Rick Brockopp, Ed Kerber, Greg Paulsen, Bryan Van 
Ningen, Facilities and Grounds Crew  

Volunteers of the Year: Jo Benson and Ann Steen 

Alumnus of the Year: Judge Paul Anderson 

Grades K-4 Student of the Year: Zella Sahar, Cedar Ridge 

Grades 5-8 Student of the Year: Emily Johnson, Oak Point 

Grades 9-12 Student of the Year: Andy Pollino, EPHS  

Vince Thomas, Teacher of the Year 

Kevin McGee, Staff of the Year 

Legacy Award Winners 

Andy Pollino,  
Student of the Year 


